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Christopher’s Artist Resume 
Experience 
The Cleveland School of the Arts (McNeal) 
The Cleveland Music School Settlement (McNeal) 
Hosts of Christopher’s Questions on GospelCity.com 
Choreographed Livin’ the Dream in Phoenix, AZ for BET (2005) 
 
Discography 
The Journey (2008) 
Christopher (1998) 
Conya Doss’s Love Rain Down (2007) 
Tonya Baker’s Since He Came In (2005) 
Conya Doss’s Just Because (2004) 
Lori El’s My Everything (2000) 
 
Awards and Accomplishments 
May 2008 Yes was #17 Gospel Single on Radio and Records, a division of Billboard Music 
Feb. 2008 Yes was Most Added Gospel Single on Radio and Records 
2004 Winners of Gospel Dream National Talent Search 
2002 Winners of I Hear Music in the Air New Artist Showcase 
 
Workshops 
Pen to Paper Literary Symposium (2007) 
I Hear Music in the Air Teen Summit (2006-2007) 
Canaan Baptist Church Clinician (2001) 
The University of Dayton Gospel Music Workshop (1991-2000) 
 
Live Performances 
I Hear Music in the Air New Artist Showcase Concert Cincinnati, OH Jun. 2008 
Full Gospel Baptist Fellowship Conference Youth Concert Birmingham, AL Jun. 2008 
World Movement Evolution Tour Launch Concert Dayton, OH Jun. 2008 
Club Ark Lancaster, OH May 2008 
Taste of Cincinnati Mojo Stage with P. Ann Price Cincinnati, OH May 2008 
Christians Overcoming Cancer Benefit Event Columbus, OH May 2008 
New Sardis Primitive Baptist Church Cleveland, OH Apr. 2008 
Valley Peace Missionary Baptist Church Dayton, OH Apr. 2008 
New Harvest Dove Award Celebration Concert Dayton, OH Apr. 2008 
4Real Church Cleveland, OH Mar. 2008 
Greater Victory Christian Ministries Lorain, OH Mar. 2008 
Lady Xtreme & Blood Washed CD Release Party Columbus, OH Feb. 2008 
Gospel Music Extravaganza Benefit Concert Murfreesboro, TN Feb. 2008 
Walnut Grove Missionary Baptist Church Murfreesboro, TN Feb. 2008 
Power & Glory Ministries Columbus, OH Jan. 2008 
Featured Artist Soul Sessions Columbus, OH Jan. 2008 
New Birth Christian Ministries and Jeff Majors Columbus, OH Jan. 2008 
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Opened for Kirk Franklin at Martin Luther King, Jr. Banquet Dayton, OH Jan. 2008 
Mt. Vernon Baptist Church Chapel Hill, TN Jan. 2008 
Urban Soul Café Nashville, TN Jan. 2008 
Stellar Awards Performance with Kirk Franklin Nashville, TN Jan. 2008 
PraiseFest 2008 World Global Ministries Benefit Concert Columbus, OH Jan. 2008 
Mt. Moriah Baptist Church Cincinnati, OH Dec. 2007 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church Pastor Joseph W. Walker III Nashville, TN Dec. 2007 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church’s Fifth Friday Musical Collaboration Nashville, TN Nov. 2007 
Host and Perform at Amanté Lacey’s Live CD Recording Springfield, OH Nov. 2007 
Wilberforce University’s Gospel Explosion Wilberforce, OH Oct. 2007 
Higher Ground House of Favor Holy Hip-Hop Concert Cincinnati, OH Oct. 2007 
Miracle Deliverance Worship Center Youth Concert Cincinnati, OH Oct. 2007 
Pen to Paper Literary Symposium Book Release Party Dayton, OH Oct. 2007 
James Redd’s Back to School Rally Columbus, OH Aug. 2007 
Indiana Black Expo Gospel Explosion Indianapolis, IN Jul. 2006-07 
RCMI Youth Benefit Concert Dayton, OH Jul. 2007 
Omega Baptist Church Hip-Hop Sunday Dayton, OH Jun. 2007 
Mt. Olive Spoken Word Ministry Debut Celebration Dayton, OH Jun. 2007 
I Hear Music Gospel Conference – Youth Summit Hosts Cincinnati, OH May 2002-07 
I Hear Music in the Air New Artist Showcase Sharonville, OH May 2007 
BET J Lyric Café Atlanta, GA Apr. 2007 
Malone College Concert Canton, OH Mar. 2007 
Bible Way Church of Our Lord Jesus Concert Columbus, OH Feb. 2007 
Bobby Jones Gospel Presents International Artists Retreat Hollywood, FL Nov. 2006 
Tye Tribett at New Covenant Christian Center Columbus, OH Aug. 2006 
Wayne Wooten Scholarship Fund Benefit Concert Phoenix, AZ Aug. 2006 
Columbus Gospel Fest Columbus, OH Jul. 2003-06 
In concert with Jackie Valesquez Cincinnati, OH Jul. 2006 
Opened for Israel and New Breed at Revival Center Dayton, OH May 2006 
Opened for Martha Munnizi at Revival Center Dayton, OH May 2006 
Tonya Baker’s Since He Came In CD Release Dayton, OH Oct. 2005 
St. Jude Medical Center Benefit Concert Lake Charles, LA Sep. 2005 
Opened for Byron Cage at Omega Baptist Church Dayton, OH Aug. 2005 
Full Gospel Baptist Church Youth Convention Phoenix, AZ Jul. 2005 
Hard Rock Café Phoenix, AZ Jul. 2005 
Dayton Correctional Institute Dayton, OH Mar. 2005 
Total Grace Christian Center Atlanta, GA Sep. 2004 
Performed in stage production Lord, There’s a Stranger in My 
House featuring Vanessa Bell Armstrong  

Dayton, OH Sep. 2004 

In studio with Luther “Mano” Hanes Nashville, TN Aug. 2004 
Nashville Christian Bookstore Concert Nashville, TN Aug. 2004 
Abundant Life Full Gospel Church Jacksonville, NC May 2004 
Black Action Through Unity’s Gospel Explosion Dayton, OH Apr. 2004 
Women of Excellence with Deborah Morton at Greater St. 
Stephens Full Gospel Baptist Church 

New Orleans, LA Feb. 2004 
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Mustard Seed Ministries Youth Concert Louisville, KY Dec. 2003 
Opened for Bishop Eddie Long Dayton, OH Oct. 2003 
Opened for Bishop Andrew Merritt Dayton ,OH Oct. 2003 
Black College Football Classic Cincinnati, OH Aug. 2003 
World Changers Atlanta, GA Jun. 2003 
In studio with Canton Jones Atlanta, GA Jun. 2003 
Gospel Music Workshop of America Detroit, MI Aug. 2002 
In studio with Mitchell Jones (Commissioned) Detroit, MI May 2002 
In concert with Gospel Gangstas Cincinnati, OH Dec. 2001 
Bobby Jones’s Gospel Fest Washington, DC Aug. 2001 
Opened for Gospel Gangstas Cincinnati, OH Jun. 2001 
Bobby Jones Gospel’s International Artists Retreat Las Vegas, NV Jun. 2001 
Atlanta Labor Day Football Classic Atlanta, GA Sep. 2000 
Ninth Annual Fly City Music Festival Dayton, OH Aug. 2000 
Dayton Black Cultural Festival Dayton, OH Jul. 2000 
Lee Haney’s (former Mr. Olympia) Summer Camp Atlanta, GA Jul. 2000 
Opened for TRIN-I-TEE 5:7 Cleveland, OH May 2000 
Annual Love Banquet for Greater Grace Church Springfield, OH Feb. 1999 
Wright State University Concert Dayton, OH Feb. 1999 
 
Marketing and Promotions 
WPZE Praise 97.5 live radio interview with Rhoedell Lewis Atlanta, GA Jun. 2008 
Destiny and Praise live online interview with Brenda Johnson Houston, TX May 2008 
Praise 89.5 FM live radio interview with DJ Double Jay Dayton, OH May 2008 
WCCD live radio interview with Thomas Congress Cleveland, OH Apr. 2008 
WROU & WDHT radio interview with Valerie Elijah Dayton, OH Apr. 2008 
WJMO live radio interview with Ronny Knight Cleveland, OH Mar. 2008 
Anointed Soundz live radio interview with Alana Sanders Atlanta, GA Feb. 2008 
WDTN TV 2 News interview with Jim Bucher Dayton, OH Jan. 2008 
Dayton Weekly Newspaper article Dayton, OH Jan. 2008 
VesselVibe.com Magazine article Columbus, OH Jan. 2008 
WDAO 1210 AM live radio interview with Jim Johnson Dayton, OH Dec. 2007 
All About U Magazine article Dayton, OH Nov. 2007 
RedChurchRadio live online interview with Cheryl Donovan Houston, TX Oct. 2007 
WGPL 1350 AM live radio interview with Colby Heard Norfolk, VA Oct. 2007 
Live online radio interview with April Sims Baltimore, MD Oct. 2007 
WDJL Love 1000 live radio interview with Walter Peavey Huntsville, AL Oct. 2007 
Seven Minutes TV interview with Reneea Columbus, OH Sep. 2007 
Praise 89.5 FM live radio interview with DJ Double Jay Dayton, OH Sep. 2007 
All About U Christian Magazine article Dayton, OH Sep. 2007 
Aired performance on BET Jazz’s J Lyric Café Atlanta, GA Jun. 2007 
Article in Jazzy Jordan’s Magazine New York, NY Jan. 2007 
Article in Indianapolis Star Indianapolis, IN Aug. 2006 
Partnered with GospelCity.com — Christopher’s Questions  Jan. 2006-08 
Television interview with Good Morning Phoenix  Phoenix, AZ Jul. 2005 
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Live radio interview with Gospel Radio Lake Charles, LA Sep. 2005 
Dayton Daily News article Dayton, OH Mar. 2004 
Live radio interview with Kenny Ray Tevis Dayton, OH Oct. 1998 
 
Memberships 
BMI 
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The Journey Sales Sheet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specifications: 
$15.00 US / $18.95 Canadian 
Box Lot Quantity: 30 
CD Packaging: Standard Jewel 
Available: 2008 
Product Category: Christian / Gospel / Urban 
File Under: Gospel / The Journey 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
Product Description 
Gospel music has been described and influenced by many cultures and styles from church to hip 
hop and even funk. The new era of spiritual soul, a musical genre in itself, is being introduced by 
the eccentric sounds of the male trio, Christopher. Consisting of Christopher McNeal, 
Christopher Reid and Christopher Surratt, the trio has managed to reflect their raw and uncut 
perspectives of the Christian journey through their music. Their heart-felt lyrics touch upon real 
issues that people who love Jesus deal with on a day-to-day basis. Their newest release, The 
Journey, has a little something for everyone. 
 
Track List 
1. Club Heaven 
2. The Weekend 
3. Yes 
4. I’m in Love Again 
5. Moment of Truth 
6. Tired 
7. Back 2 U 
8. 1 Mo Time 
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9. Could It Be 
10. God First 
11. Clap 
12. She Did Me Wrong 
13. Your Presence 
14. Won’t Stop 
 
For Consumers Who Like 
Marvin Sapp, Men of Standard, The Winans, Commissioned, 7 Sons of Soul and Deitrick 
Haddon 
 
Selling Points & Marketing Campaign 
�  National print and Web advertising / publicity 
�  Featured on GospelCity.com and IHearMusicintheAir.com 
�  Full servicing of single “Yes” to Gospel radio—worked aggressively through independent 
�  Interactive e-blasts targeting Gospel audiences prior to release. Outlets include The Belle 

Report, GospelCity.com, Gospelflava.com, Black Gospel Promo (150K subscribers) and 
others. 

�  Nationwide distribution through JEG Records in 2008. 
�  Media servicing to all national and regional media outlets for reviews and features. Group 

currently hosts “Christopher’s Questions” an Internet-based talk show published on 
GospelCity.com—Gospel online media outlet. Secured broadcast media coverage already 
includes BET “J’s Lyrics Café” and The Word Network’s Bobby Jones Gospel. 

�  Marketing collateral to include: an e-card, EPK, postcards, branded MySpace page (with 
24K+ friends) and online extras—wallpapers, buddy icons and banner ads. 

 
Home Town Market 
Dayton, Ohio 
 
Key Markets 
Dayton, Cincinnati, Columbus and Cleveland, Ohio 
 
Top-Ten SoundScan and DMA Index Markets 
1. New York, New York 
2. Los Angeles, California 
3. Chicago, Illinois 
4. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
5. San Francisco / Oakland / San Jose, California 
6. Boston, Massachusetts 
7. Dallas / Fort Worth, Texas 
8. Detroit, Michigan 
9. Washington, D.C. 
10. Houston, Texas 
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Features and Benefits 
�  This CD ministers to anyone who loves and appreciates God, but may not always do the right 

things. 
�  Endorsed by national Gospel elitists including Vicki Mack Lataillade, Eric Dawkins, Lisa 

McClendon and Star Harris. 
�  With a universal subject matter, a diverse listening audience has the opportunity to find 

healing through this CD. 
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The Journey Reviews 
 
“One of the hottest new groups on the music scene. I am enthralled by the authenticity of their 
talent. They have the ability to change the focus of ‘faith-based’ music!” 

~ Vicki Mack Lataillade, founder of GospoCentric Records and B-Rite Music 

 “Having known the group Christopher for seven years, I’ve witnessed the ups and downs 
they’ve encountered and constant ‘comebacks’ they’ve maneuvered, all in a valiant effort to keep 
their personal agenda aligned with God’s Purpose. Christopher embodies persistent 
determination, unity and great talent. Their edgy, urban flavor and uncompromising lyrics are 
relevant and necessary for our generation. Christopher has the music you’ll want to listen to, the 
personality you’ll want to be close to and the passion that will inspire you!” 

~ Michelle S. Duffie, VP/GM of Pure Springs Gospel 

“Anointed, called, a joy to hear. Christopher is a fresh voice for this time.” 
~ Tracey A. Artis, vice president of Gospel Promotions – Zomba Label Group 

“Christopher, Christopher, and Christopher!! Together they perfectly harmonize urban and 
contemporary melodies with their awesome testimony. Over the years, Christopher has been 
diligently spreading the gospel through their music, now the time has come for all to experience 
and be blessed with their ministry and unique sound!” 

~ Star Harris, Gospel Music Channel 

“What can I say? Christopher McNeal and I have been friends for some years now and I can 
honestly say that he is, and has always been, consistent. His passion for music and further 
knowledge of his craft are definite attributes to his overall character. I admire the boldness of the 
music that he and the group have chosen to do. Their approach is direct and unapologetic. Not 
many people can come from that angle and pull it off. They do just that! “Pull it off.” Meaning 
the cover that so many of us “Christians” try to pull over the public’s eyes. They say things that 
need to be said. My hat goes off to them. I know everybody has a friend or a relative named 
Christopher, but not like this.” 

~ Eric Dawkins, Dawkins & Dawkins 

“The spirit of Christopher is one of raw soul. They possess a style that is rarely available in the 
Christian market. Three remarkable young men with remarkable strong voices. Christopher 
supplies to the demand for male groups — something that has been of great lack since the days 
of Commissioned and The Winans.” 

~ Lisa McClendon 

“They are a group of great guys who really care about the music and continue to challenge 
creative limitations. They will help to change the game.” 

~ PJ Morton 

“Christopher is the truth. In lyric, performance and ministry, this group offers a very fresh and 
relevant option to soul-music lovers everywhere. The Midwest has a dynamic new voice found 
in the trinity of Christopher.” 

~ Richard Picart, GospelCity.com 

“The essence of Christopher is integrity, transparency, consistency and maturity. The world will 
grow and become a better place because these radical brothers have lived through and learned 
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from experiences that you feel in their music. Their sound will be an encounter that will not only 
allow you to hear their story, but more importantly, feel the intensity of the lessons learned. God 
has ordained their connection so that we all might benefit. I love these guys and I’m sure many 
others will too.” 

~ Ted Winn, Ted and Sheri 

“Christopher is the answer to that one question asked time and time again. ‘Where is the next 
generation of real men that will stand for God and ministry more than just simple 
entertainment?’ Where are the men who will stand with the strong sense of identity with no need 
to turn their backs on their foundation and sound doctrine just to grab the ears of the world? 
These young men have no problem reaching the world or encouraging the kingdom with their 
message of hope that is consistent on stage as well as behind close doors...4sho...These brothers 
are truly everything that they sing, preach and teach. If the world had a chance to hear or 
experience even a second of what I have experienced with these cats, you’ll know that you’re in 
the presence of some anointed dudes! With the strong fusion of old church integrity and boldness 
with a new kingdom mission and vision, these brothers are surely going to storm the world with 
their new release. I have no doubt that this new record will encourage the souls from the 
sanctuary to the street corner! Y’all gotta go get that. It’ll bless ya soul!” 

~ Izzy 

“Christopher’s music is a refreshing break from the commonplace gospel fare. Their music 
bridges the gap that exists between praising God inside the church and the reality of leading a 
Christian life in today’s world. They sing about issues that we all face. And I for one appreciate 
that. I know they’re not just singing stuff they think the people want to hear. They’ve 
personalized their lyrics to reflect their walk.” 

~ Shawn Harrison, BKA Waldo from Family Matters 

“For a healthy dose of the practical, Christian experience check for Christopher’s musicality and 
latest effort, The Journey. While refreshing and relevant, this group’s production and lyrical 
content speaks to the urban believer and beyond. Their elements of vulnerability and realness can 
bring anyone to their knees. And with that competitive sound, they represent the hope that only 
Christ can give. Listen, and you will be blessed.” 

~ Tia A. Smith, CEO/Executive Producer/ Director of talentedSOL Productions, LLC 

 

Comments from Adoring Online Fans 
Moment of Truth and Tired; my life in a nutshell! Thank you for giving a sista some hope. I 
plan on ordering a few more CDs so my friends here in Japan can be blessed by your gift the 
same way I have been. Thanks again and God bless. 

Beyond Good! I saw you all on Bobby Jones Gospel Retreat and listened to the album myself. It 
is enriched and exceedingly blessed me. Continue to let the anointing lead you to other young 
people. 

Breath Taking!! This CD is absolutely breath taking. 

WOW! I LOVE YOU GUYS!! Your style is awesome. Love the old school blended with the 
new. Very encouraging songs dealing with real life issues and practicality! Keep up the awesome 
work! 
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Beautiful Sound! I really enjoy the sound. It touched on some very basic subjects and used a 
variety of sounds to keep you moving, without taking away from the Word. 

AWESOME! MY BOYZ FROM D-TOWN! These are my boyz! I am so glad that GOD has 
elevated them for such a time as this! Their album is on point! Check out their interviews at 
gospelcity.com! Awesome! Awesome! Awesome! Pick this one up! 

Soulful, Cutting Edge Style and Clever Lyrics--Just Extraordinary! The Journey captures 
you and takes you on a ride from the depths of despair in Tired to victory in Club Heaven. 
Christopher’s lyrics, music and soulful vocal style touch your heart, move your feet and cause 
yo’ hands to Clap and wave in the air. Club Heaven is my favorite, but there is something for 
everyone to like on this disc. For praise (Your Presence), quartet (Won’t Stop Praisen), love (I’m 
in Love Again), forgiveness (She Did Me Wrong), R&B (Yes), I could go on—but you already 
know that I think The Journey should be added to your music collection. 

Top Notch Sound and Quality! I enjoyed the message and sound! I will be looking forward to 
hearing you live. I am sure it will be awesome. Stay encouraged and blessed. 
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The Journey Interview Questions 
 

1. How did Christopher meet? 
Christopher came together sometime around August or September of 1992. I [McNeal] was 
a freshie at the University of Dayton and not really thinking about music other than playing 
the piano. Jason Champion, my high school friend formerly of Men at Large, had told Reid 
that he needed to meet me and try to get some music happening. So as destiny would have it, 
Reid ran into me at the Delta House on campus and we talked about music. As the 
conversation progressed, Men at Large came up. Reid told me that he knew David Tolliver 
and I told him that I went to school with Jason Champion. Finally, it dawned on Reid to ask 
my name. “Oh, you’re who Jason’s been talking about,” he said and then told me that he 
wanted me to meet Surratt. Reid and Surratt were already in the group, Quiet Az Kept, but 
they weren’t going anywhere. The next day or so, Surratt, Reid, Joey, and I were at a party 
thrown by the Deltas. Reid filled them in on the conversation we had the day before. We 
went into the men’s restroom and had our first meeting. We discussed what we wanted to 
happen and how we could help each other get there. And that is how Christopher met.  

2. Share some of your struggles, adversities and triumphs.  
One of the biggest struggles we’ve had was simply keeping it real with one another. Once 
that was learned and applied, we’ve been straight. Adversity has just been the devil trying to 
break us up, hate each other, and discourage us from doing what God has called us to do. A 
huge triumph for us on the real is that we stayed together for fifteen years without a record 
deal. We are still together, still friends and now recording artists for JEG Records, a national 
label. A miracle! 

3. What’s Christopher’s mission?  
Our plight is simply to introduce the world to songs that deal with “real issues” with a 
Christian emphasis. Our musical style is unique because it’s more than just music. It’s a 
culture — it’s spiritual. It’s real, it’s spiritual, and it’s an extension of who we are. We want 
to minister and popularize the message of Jesus Christ to anyone who loves and appreciates 
God, but may not always do the right things. 

4. To whom do you compare yourselves? 
Nobody! Our music doesn’t compare it contrasts! We are trailblazing the Gospel/Christian 
path with our sultry flare. Others have compared our sound to Jodeci because of some of the 
harmonies and hooks. That’s it though. 

5. Explain your ministry. 
Our ministry is for the young, middle aged, and older crew. The married; the divorced; the 
single and the contemplating. The struggling; the victorious and the curious. The only reason 
we can minister to these sects of people is because it’s where we’re from and where we live. 
God delivered us and is still making us free. What’s more is we’re not afraid to talk about sex 
and relationship issues on the raw level. The Scripture says, “We shall know the truth and the 
truth will make us free.” Sometimes the truth isn’t pretty or packaged with a bow. Sometimes 
the truth is grimy, rugged and raw. That’s where we come in. Our message isn’t sanitized, 
it’s sanctified. 

6. What role does each member play in the group? 
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That’s an interesting question because the roles at any given time can shift or morph into 
something totally opposite of what a job description may define us as. So our roles can be 
fleeting, yet very concrete. 

7. Why The Journey? 
That’s what we’ve been on for the last fifteen years. Every failure, success, every tear, 
heartbreak, every lie — through it all, God had us on The Journey. No other title conveyed 
our message of transparency. We needed to open our hearts and lives to usher in freedom. 
Transparency lends itself to the truth of life, not always what we want it to be, but what it 
actually is. 

8. Explain the inspiration behind Tired and She Did Me Wrong. 
The inspiration for both of these songs was dealing with anger, jealousy, bitterness, yet being 
in love with Jesus through the process! The titles of the songs were precisely how I felt! Not 
cute or dainty, but raw and uncensored! 

9. How do you manage pursuing your music dream and your personal lives? 
We’re not just a group we’re best friends. So our personal lives blend with the dream 
perfectly. It’s work, but it works! 

10. What advice do you have for artists looking to get into the industry? 
Do you. Plain and simple — do you. 

11. Where can our listeners find The Journey? 
The Journey will be available at fine retailers across the nation in 2008. Target, Walmart, 
Best Buy, Border — you name it, we’ll be there. 

12. What’s next for Christopher? 
Continuing to trust God — which is more than a notion. 
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Introducing Christopher 
 

 

Christopher Reid   Christopher McNeal  Christopher Surratt 

 

Christopher Rosendo McNeal 
City of Birth: Cleveland, Ohio 

Marital Status: Single 

Parents: Samuel Alexander McNeal and Christena McNeal 

Siblings: I have seven siblings, but I only claim three: Samuel Lewis McNeal, Danny Hugh 
McNeal, and Donna Marie McNeal-Cox. 

Upbringing/Childhood: I was raised in Cleveland and my relationship with my family is cool. 
When I was a kid, I didn’t really think any of them were on my team. Although I was spoiled, 
they were always on me for something. Now that I’m older, I realize that they were only doing 
their best to look out for their little brother and youngest son. I’ve had to learn things the hard 
way, but I’m grateful I learned. 

Education: B. A. in religious studies from the University of Dayton (pending 2010); The 
Cleveland School of the Arts (1992); piano and vocal training at Cleveland Music School 
Settlement (1992). 

The Music in Me: My experience in music is vast. I’m a trained pianist and vocalist. I’m the 
minister of music for Greater Grace Temple, one of the largest churches in Springfield, Ohio. In 
addition to Christopher’s music, I’ve written, produced and sung on projects by numerous 
artists. 

Spiritual Transformation: I seriously accepted Christ at eight years old because I didn’t want to 
go to hell. I was definitely scared! I received the Holy Ghost on November 12, 1995. 
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Christopher Reid 
City of Birth: Cleveland, Ohio 

Marital Status: Married with two children 

Parents: I was raised in Dayton, Ohio by my adoptive parents, A. J. and Cassilene Reid. I met my 
biological mother in 1997 and that’s been a blessing. I haven’t decided to look for my biological 
father yet and I’m not sure why, I just haven’t. However, I do not have any hard feelings toward 
him. 

Siblings: I have an older brother and sister that I know about. Because I’ve never met my 
biological father, I don’t know if he had other children. He left my mother after he found out she 
was pregnant with me. 

Upbringing/Childhood: My mom and I were very close. I guess I was a momma’s boy. She took 
me to church and as a result, I developed a reverence for God at an early age. I never really got 
into much trouble as a child. I was self-compliant. I guess I was scared to make waves. However, 
I was a spoiled brat because I was raised as an only child. Since I grew up having everything to 
myself, I had to learn how to be generous — something I’m still trying to master. My parents’ 
relationship was rocky, at best. My father was a weekend alcoholic which meant my mom and I 
spent those weekends elsewhere. My father passed away when I was fourteen from 
complications that developed as a result of a stroke he had two years prior. I really didn’t get to 
know him like I would have liked — man to man.  

Education: B. A. in social and industrial communications from Wright State University (1995), 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

The Music in Me: My love for performing was sparked at the age of eleven when I got my first 
New Edition album, Candy Girl. After that, I was hooked. I learned as many of their routines as I 
could and that sparked my passion to become a great entertainer. 

Spiritual Transformation: Unlike a lot of people, I can’t quote down to the day, minute, hour and 
second that I accepted Christ. However, I know that I accepted Him as my Savior after being 
witnessed to by my best friend. I was twelve at the time. 

 

Christopher Michael Surratt 
City of Birth: North Little Rock, Arkansas 

Marital Status: Married with two children 

Parents: Jackie Shelby and Sammy Seamore 

Siblings: Two younger brothers and two older sisters 

Upbringing/Childhood: I was brought up in a very big family, my mother had six sisters and four 
brothers and each of them had at least two kids. My grandmother was the center of the family 
and unfortunately she went on to be with God, but I always told myself that Granny was gonna 
see me make it, and she will.  
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Education: B. S. in computer science from Wilberforce University (2000); member of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 

The Music in Me: I started singing with my cousins in my uncle’s church at the age of seven. We 
were called The Five Disciples. Entertainment has always been a part of my life. I traveled 
Europe when I lived in Germany with the group, Bobby Farrell and The School Kids. I appeared 
on Star Search in 1991 with my dance group, Total Control. God always had His hand on me and 
I knew that eventually the gifts He had placed inside me would be used for His purpose. 

Spiritual Transformation: I always knew about Him, but started a personal relationship with my 
Savior in 1990. I went to church almost every day and the Holy Spirit revealed Jesus to me. It 
was not a Damascus Road experience, I was just tired of living the way I did. 

 


